
Research
                                                My current role has its major emphasis on 

management. In this capacity, I am responsible for a thriving 
team of researchers specialising in historic paint analysis using 

thin-section microscopy to identify formulations, age and 
ingredients of paints and thus the decorative history of buildings. 

During my career,  I have personally researched in varied and 
disparate areas related to conservation, from producing a stylistic 

taxonomy of Medieval shoes in my early years, to later study of the 
ethical basis for decision-making in conservation.

Career
Following a degree in chemistry, my career has focussed on conservation of historic materials. 

This option allowed me to combine the science, that I loved, with my desire both to use my hands and be able to 
examine historic objects.  I completed my postgraduate qualification in conservation, as a single parent, whilst my 

first child was small and commuting from Brighton to London. I have been lucky to use this foundation to lead initially 
to a very rewarding career in museums, broken only by a three-month maternity leave when I had my second son, and then 

since 1988, to work in education, training the next generation of conservators. In this time, I have also undertaken and supervisd 
research, which has benefited the development of our profession. I am currently taking a phased retirement and gain much 

pleasure in a management role that allows me to enable and encourage the work of others in my field.
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